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Supporting Your Child Through Middle School Development 
Middle School years are filled with both emotional and physical development.  How you can help with the middle school transition: 
  

● Developing bodies need to move - encourage participation in a team sport or active hobby.  (This also helps social 
development.) 

● Kids often need the hygiene talk – reminding them to wear deodorant, bath regularly, and take care of other grooming needs. 
● Make breakfast a part of the morning routine – we serve a FREE breakfast for all students! 
● Encourage a reasonable schedule so that the middle schooler gets plenty of sleep (in addition to homework time & 

technology/social media time).                                       https://inallthings.org/how-to-help-your-kid-survive-middle-school/ 

 
Curriculum Night – Oct. 16 th 

On October 16th from 6:00 – 7:30, there will be a parent night focusing on literacy. Please join us and see what your child has been 
working on in ELA class. There will be a rotation of sessions and fun activities for the family.  Childcare will be available  for younger siblings. 

 
Cold & Flu Season is Coming! 

The CDC reports that flu season can run from early October through May.  “ Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person to 
person through coughs and sneezes of infected people. Less often, a person also might get the flu by touching a surface or object that 
has flu virus on it and then touching their own mouth, eyes, or nose.”  Recommendations to reduce the spread of the flu include: 
  ·         Get vaccinated ·         Keep hands away from face 
·         Stay home when sick for at least 24 hours after the fever ·         Take antivirals as prescribed   
·         Cover your cough (into arm bend or tissue that is then disposed of and hands are washed)           https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school 

 
 

Department Highlight 
Daniel Hayes – Special Education Teacher &  our  2018 Teacher of the Year , … “ It is extremely humbling to be chosen as Teacher 
of The Year for CCMS, especially because I have the privilege to work with so many awesome teachers.  Both the teachers and students 
that I interact with each day bring me up and keep me positive, and I look forward to every day.  We learn from and encourage each 
other. I am so grateful to be here and to be surrounded great students and friends.”  Thank you, Daniel Hayes 

 
7th/8th Grade Jr. Beta 
"Let us lead by serving others." I'm very excited to be the new sponsor for our Jr. Beta Club at CCMS, and to have the chance to work 
with such awesome kids. We have had our first general meeting together, and all students know they are to log at least 10 personal 
service hours by the end of the school year. We also elected our 2018-19 Jr. Beta officers as follows: 8th Grade Officers are Larz Fowler 
(President), Haleigh Ledford (Vice-President), Hannah Zook (Secretary) and Allyson Everett (Public Relations). 7th Grade Officers are Lucy 
Ray (President), Elizabeth Warren (Vice-President) and Noah West (Public Relations). Congratulations! Our officers are currently discussing 
our first school-wide service projects for Jr. Beta members, and will announce the details at our next general meeting. Please let me know 
if you have any questions, and I look forward to an incredible year. Thank you! Amy Becker 
 

 

7 th  Grade Info…   
ELA –   Students will be working on a cross-curriculum assignment this month by reading a non-fiction novel in science and writing an 
argumentative essay in language arts using information from the novel. All students in 7th grade should be reading outside of class for 20 
minutes each day. 
The second book report/book review is due November 30, 2018.  Please review your child's MAP scores in ELA. This score will let you know 
at what level your child is reading. The website 
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/book-selection-tips/lexile-levels-made-easy.html  can help 
with understanding your child's score. 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/school
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/book-selection-tips/lexile-levels-made-easy.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/book-selection-tips/lexile-levels-made-easy.html


Math –  Math 7 students are fully involved in Unit #2 covering expressions, equations, inequalities.  We are giving weekly quizzes to check 
for understanding.  Your students should be studying each night and have homework every evening.  Math 7/8 students are working 
through both Unit #2 and Unit #4 of 7th grade math.  Please be aware that they have homework regularly and are also working 
on a geometry project. All math students are able to login to Go Math with 
the following information:       Go To:    my.hrw.com         User Name:  lunch#@gilmer            Password:  bobcats 
Science –  working hard in our second unit of study on cells and the organization of life.  We will wrap up this unit by reading an 
informational novel about the life of Phineas Gage.  This is a cross-curricular activity working with ELA.  It will be important that all 7th 
graders study their vocabulary each night, as this unit has many new science terms.  
Social Studies –  After wrapping up an overview of government systems, students will begin studying economies and will participate in a 
"Shark Tank" style project to show off their knowledge of basic economic principles. 
 
➤Please send in $5.00 for 7th grade t-shirts for your son or daughter. The shirts will have a Gilmer logo and will be worn on field trips, field 
day, and other spirit days.  
➤Also, money for the 7th grade field trip is due by October 19th. The trip is on November 1st or 2nd depending on which homeroom 
teacher your child has. 

 
8 th  Grade Info… 
ELA  –  Please continue to check Infinite Campus for student grades. Also, several student assignments with grades and feedback can be 
viewed in Google Classroom. On October 3, students need to turn in their second response to literature piece.  On October 16, CCMS will 
host a curriculum night with a focus on literacy and Lexile. The event will begin at 6:00 PM and will conclude at 7:30. We are truly looking 
forward to a fun night with parents and students. As the second nine-weeks begins, ELA classes will continue to focus on fiction in the form 
of short stories. Informational texts will be utilized in NewsELA and through research. Argumentative structure and writing is also on the 
horizon for students. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact your student's ELA teacher.  
Math –  Students are currently finishing the geometry unit. During the next unit of study students will explore and understand rational and 
irrational numbers. Students will also work with radical expressions and express very large and very small numbers using integer 
exponents.Ask your student about the online component found at  https://my.hrw.com 
Algebra I : Students have recently completed the unit 1 assessment. In unit 2 students will explore and analyze linear functions. This unit is 
particularly important because concepts covered in this unit will be needed to understand concepts in units 3, 4, and 5 as those 
concepts also apply to quadratic and exponential functions. Ask your student about the online resource found at 
www.carnegielearning.com 
Science  Pun: No matter what state you're in, you still "matter". With that said, our students will be studying States of Matter in the next 
weeks to come. Vocabulary tests will continue to be given weekly on Thursdays, and students should study their words on Quizlet.com. All 
8th grade science teachers use Remind and Google Classroom to give updates on upcoming assignments or assessments. Some 
students and/or parents have not signed up for Remind, so please ask your teacher for sign up information. Remember: Extra Credit 
projects are due on October 1st, and will count for this grading period. Students have all the information needed to complete the project 
at home, so build some amazing Atom Models! 
Social Studies  –  In Georgia Studies, students are finishing up the American Revolution and its impact on Georgia. The next unit will cover 
the Government of Georgia. To stay up to date with what your child is studying and for extra study materials, students have access to the 
following resources: 
Edublog  -  http://nickierogers19.edublogs.org/  - all PowerPoints, class calendar, assignments, and any other information about the class 
Georgia Studies Exceed the Standard  -  http://www.exceedthestandard.com/ga-studies.html  - online resource with PowerPoints, 
vocabulary quizlets, videos, and kahoots which go along with the content. 
 
➤ All money for the 8th grade Atlanta field trip is due now.  Students will be going to the state Capitol building, the Varsity, and the World 
of Coke on Dec 5. The total cost of the trip is $45. 
 

 

                            
 

Important Dates 
Oct. 5 –  Early Release 
Oct. 8-9  Fall Break 
Oct. 12  PBIS Celebration 
Oct. 16  Curriculum Night – ELA 
Oct. 25  SGT 
Oct. 26  Special Olympics 
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